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The HEU, Centre for Health Economics, The University of the West Indies’ (UWI-HEU) mission is to ‘make a difference’ in the health and
human development of the people of the Caribbean region.

The HEU’s innovativeness in filling the need for evidenced-based research and technical support in the region, as well as its responsiveness
to new challenges have positively influenced the progress of countries towards universal health coverage, social well-being, fiscal
improvements, among others, through policy formulation and implementation. 

Our organization’s culture is built on knowledge sharing and collaboration with 
national, regional and international agencies, and civil society organizations. Some 
broad areas of our work include: 

Health Financing and Programming

Economic Policy

        Taxation

HIV and AIDS and Non-Communicable Diseases

        HIV/AIDS Personnel

Training and Capacity Building

The HEU is a World Health Organization Collaborating Centre.

HEU, CENTRE FOR HEALTH ECONOMICS, THE UWI

The University of the West Indies
Faculty of Social Sciences
HEU, Centre for Health Economics
Sir George Alleyne Building
25A Warner Street, St. Augustine,
Trinidad, West Indies.

Telephone: (868) 662-2002 Exts. 85422, 85426, 85427; 645-7351; 645-5465
Telefax: (868) 662-9459

 Centre.HealthEconomics@sta.uwi.edu
Website: https://sta.uwi.edu/fss/heu

"Making a Difference"
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Welcome to Hospital Internacional de Colombia, the Medical Complex of the FCV

Our purpose is to take care of lives, providing the best possible
healthcare and a memorable experience for patients coming from all

around the world.

“This is how we were born more than 35 years ago, with the motivation to
serve others, giving our hearts day by day, so our patients and their

families have the possibility to receive specialized medical treatments for
different types of diseases, in an entity of excellence and worldwide

recognition as a research and development center.”

MD. Víctor Castillo
FCV President



In response to requests from Caribbean governments to ‘do more’ in health’,
Heads of Caribbean Social Security Organizations at their 17th General

Meeting (Belize City, June 2006) agreed to establish a Caribbean forum for
discussing approaches, challenges and lessons learnt in addressing health

financing matters.

 These Health Financing Conferences have been organized to share
knowledge, test ideas, build capacity as we learn from those who have direct

and indirect responsibility for planning or administering health financing
initiatives.

Recognizing that knowledge in health and related health financing matters
do not reside with a single professional group, the Conferences have actively

expanded participation by involving experts and officials with first-hand
health experience from international organizations, Ministries of Health,

health insurers, third party administrators as well as health services
networks, research agencies, IT companies and academic institutions.

A Forum for sharing knowledge, testing
ideas and building capacity...

CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE ON
NATIONAL HEALTH FINANCING INITIATIVES
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Conference History



Year    Country                     Host

2006    Turks & Caicos Is.      National Insurance Board (NIB)

2007    Aruba                          General Health Insurance (AZV)

2008    Trinidad & Tobago      National Insurance Board (NIB) and         
                                                Ministry of Health (MOH)

2009    St Maarten                  Department of Public Health (DPH)

2010    Belize                          Social Security Board (SSB)

2011    Bermuda                     Bermuda Health Council (BHEC) & 
                                                Health Insurance Department (HID)

2012    Curacao                      Social Insurance Bank (SVB)

2013    Jamaica                      National Health Fund (NHF)

2014    Trinidad &Tobago      The University of the West Indies, HEU, Centre for Health
                                               Economics (UWI-HEU)

2015    Turks &Caicos Is.       National Health Insurance Board 
                                               (NHIB)

2016    Bonaire                       Health Insurance Office (ZVK)

2018    Suriname                    State Health Foundation (SZF)

2019    Anguilla                       Anguilla Social Security Board 
                                               (ASSB)

2022   Antigua and                Ministry of Health, Wellness and the Environment (MOHWE)           
           Barbuda                      and Medical Benefits Scheme (MBS)

T h e  f o u r t e e n  ( 1 4 )  p r e v i o u s  C o n f e r e n c e s  w e r e
h o s t e d  b y  a n d  h e l d  i n :

P R E V I O U S  C O N F E R E N C E S
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International, regional and national best practices and lessons with governance of health financing
programmes;
New trends and regional case studies in public-private partnerships in health and health financing
matters;
Findings from Caribbean applications of the WHO’s Health Financing Progress Matrix (HFPM)
evaluation instrument; and
Health financing resilience-anticipating and staying ahead of challenges and shocks.

Feature papers,  panel discussions and expert commentaries; 
Caribbean and non-Caribbean speakers; 
New and experienced presenters; and
The full benefits of open one-on-one sharing of insights, experiences and suggestions from
participants during and outside Conference hours.   

This year’s Conference is cohosted by The UWI-HEU and the Hospital Internacional de Colombia-
Fundación Cardiovascular de Colombia (HIC-FCV). 

As in past Conferences with selected themes, this year’s focus is on ‘Health Financing in the Caribbean:
Optimizing Efficiency in Governance and Public-Private Partnerships’.  

Particular attention will be centered on:-

As shown in the Programme, we have a well-planned mix of: 

THE 15TH CONFERENCE
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We at The UWI-HEU are particularly pleased and excited to collaborate with the HIC-
FCV in convening the 15th Caribbean Conference on National Health Financing
Initiatives from October 4-7, 2023 in Bucaramanga, Colombia. 

With fourteen successful Conferences held in various countries in the Caribbean, these
Conferences are unique in the region given their specific focus on health financing
matters. Since the first meeting in 2006, these Caribbean Conferences on National
Health Financing Initiatives have actively sought to share knowledge and build capacity
in relation to ongoing issues, challenges, responses, institutional arrangements and
best practices in Caribbean health financing systems. 

Mindful that we have only seven years left to show significant progress on Universal
Health Coverage (UHC) re: Sustainable Development Goal 3.4 (2015-2030), this year’s
Conference will focus on two critical components of UHC—governance arrangements;
and public-private partnerships for financing and delivery of essential health services. 

The Conference’s Programme has just the right balance of intense technical discussions
and fulfilling social events. In this regard, we expect that the 15th Conference will propel
us several steps ahead in advancing knowledge and strengthening institutional
networking arrangements for getting health financing right and securing UHC in our
countries. 

On behalf of the entire team at The UWI-HEU, let me heartily join with our co-host and
collaborating partner, the HIC-FCV, to cordially invite and welcome you for four
productive and knowledge-packed days at the 15th Conference in Bucaramanga,
Colombia.

Dr. Althea La Foucade

Director
HEU, Centre for Health Economics,

 The University of the West Indies, St Augustine Campus

Welcome - UWI-HEU
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After several years of planning and discussions, our team at the HIC-FCV is delighted to
collaborate with The UWI-HEU in convening the 15th Caribbean Conference on National
Health Financing Initiatives from October 4-7, 2023. 

We are also pleased to extend a very special welcome to Bucaramanga, the beautiful city of
Colombia and home of the internationally accredited FCV Medical Complex “Hospital
Internacional de Colombia”. This city is located in the department of Santander which is
famous for its beautiful landscapes such as the Chicamocha Canyon, the second deepest
in the world, its ecotourism and adventure. It is also very well known for its strong health-
tech sector, with more than 6,000 companies in this field, and the highest level of
education in the country. 

At the Hospital Internacional de Colombia, we provide a range of medical specialties for
local and international patients and we fully recognize the significance of reliable
financing plans for access to patient care and sustainability of the hospitals and health
systems. We eagerly look forward to the presentations and discussions at the Conference
since all of us have experiences, challenges and successes to share in this crucial area of
health financing. 

With the Conference being held in the auditorium and meeting rooms at the Hospital
Internacional de Colombia, we also look forward to providing opportunities for
participants to tour the facilities and to discuss our management of patient care, training,
as well as local partnerships and collaborations in advancing these in their home
countries. 

In addition, we have planned a series of social events that will thrill you with some of the
culinary experiences, sights and sounds of the city of Bucaramanga and the department of
Santander. 

Join us—the team of the HIC-FCV, our co-host The UWI-HEU, as well as other local and
visiting participants—for what promises to be a wonderfully productive and exciting 15th
Conference in Bucaramanga. 

Dr. Victor Castillo

President
Hospital Internacional de Colombia-Fundación

Cardiovascular de Colombia

Welcome - HIC-FCV
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Warm greetings to participants, presenters, sponsors and online visitors. 

With sincere thanks to the dedication, support and collaborative activities of our co-
host - the internationally-accredited HIC-FCV - we are absolutely delighted to be in the
city of Bucaramanga, Colombia for the 15th Caribbean Conference on National Health
Financing Initiatives. 

As in previous Conferences, we have incorporated feedback from participants, as well as
the voices and suggestions from policymakers, health managers and other health
financing experts to design and craft this year’s Programme with the theme ‘Health
Financing in the Caribbean: Optimizing Efficiency in Governance and Public-Private
Partnerships’. 

In this regard, participants can expect a mix of informed insights and bold thinking
from our selected presenters—policymakers, policy advisors, health managers,
academics and ‘new voices’—climaxing in a special Panel on Day 3 examining the matter
of ‘anticipating challenges, building resilient health financing systems’. 

Additionally, with overseas care being such a crucial yet costly requirement for
universal coverage in our countries, we have provided adequate opportunities in the
Programme for relevant discussions with on-site hospital officials at the HIC-FCV; the
premier health facility in Colombia for treating overseas patients. 

Save the dates and join us at the 15th Conference in Bucaramanga, Colombia as,
individually and collectively, we enhance our capacities to ‘do more and do better’ in
health financing matters. 

Dr. Stanley Lalta

Conference Coordinator
HEU, Centre for Health Economics, 

The University of the West Indies, St Augustine Campus

Welcome - Conference Coordinator
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Dr Ramon Figueroa, M.D, MPH

Dr Ramon Figueroa received his Public Health training at Hebrew
University Hadassah School of Public Health, Jerusalem, Israel. He is
a graduate of the PAHO International Health Residency course in
Washington, D.C (1996) and has done various courses on Health
Management and Quality Assessment at Harvard School of Public
Health. 

He has worked in the Ministry of Health most of his career with
positions as Director of Maternal and Child Health; Director of
Primary Care; Director of the Planning Unit and Permanent
Secretary/CEO in 1998 and 2015-2018.  He also worked as PAHO
Health Systems Advisor for the Eastern Caribbean based in Barbados
in 2012/2013. 

He was General Manager of the newly established National Health
Insurance Unit in the Social Security Board in 2000 and returned to
this position since 2018. 

He is a competitive sports enthusiast particularly in triathlon, martial
arts, and long distance running. 
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Hacienda El Roble Coffee Farm
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Speakers

Dr Ramon Abel Castaño

Dr Castaño is a physician attached to the CES University (Institute of
Health Sciences) in Colombia.

He gained his Master’s Degree in Health Management and Policy from the
Harvard School of Public Health and PhD in Public Health and Policy from
the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.

He is a health systems consultant and author of the book 'Health Reform
Yes or No? Five Reasons Why Petro's Proposal Does Not Solve The
Fundamental Problems of the Colombian Health System’.

Dr Castaño is also a Member of the National Academy of Medicine of
Colombia.
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Speakers

Dr Kester Nedd 

Dr Nedd is the Managing Partner of Design Neuroscience Center, LLC
and Chairman & CEO of JIPA Network, LLC.

Dr Robin Roberts, M.D., MBA 

Dr. Robin Roberts is medical graduate of The University of the West
Indies (UWI) with his Urology specialty training from Dalhousie
University in Canada. He also holds an MBA from the University of
Miami. 

He is a Senior lecturer at the UWI and served for the past 10 years as
Director of The UWI’s  School of Clinical Medicine & Research in The
Bahamas. He also served as the first Chairman of the Board of the
National Health Insurance Authority in 2017, and currently is the Deputy
Chair.

He has held several national and regional administrative responsibilities
and was awarded an Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 2017 for his
contribution to healthcare in The Bahamas. 

He is President of the Physician Alliance Organization - a private
company of physician investors who, in a unique Public Private
Partnership, manages the Private Medical and Surgical inpatient-wards
and suites of the 450-bed tertiary care Princess Margaret Hospital in The
Bahamas.  



Dr Ricky Braithwaite 

Ricky Brathwaite has over 15 years of experience in leading healthcare
initiatives and teams related to health systems. He has specific technical
expertise in the areas of healthcare economics, health systems engineering
and bioengineering. 

He currently serves as the CEO of the Bermuda Health Council, whose role
is to regulate, coordinate, and enhance the delivery of health services in
Bermuda.
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Speakers

Dr Victor Raul Castillo

Dr Castillo is a Cardiovascular Surgeon attached to the Universidad Pontificia
Bolivariana in Colombia.

He is President of the internationally-accredited Fundación Cardiovascular de
Colombia and Hospital Internacional de Colombia. He is also a Member of the
Board of Directors of the Acueducto Metropolitano de Bucaramanga. 

In the scientific field, he has been involved in numerous research projects in
pediatric and adult surgery. From these positions, he has led significant
initiatives for regional health and medical development. He has also served as
special guest lecturer in prestigious health care courses, national and
international congresses, and symposiums.



Speakers

Dr Guillermo Sandoval, PAHO Advisor in Health Economics and Financing for Latin America and the Caribbean

Ms Charlene Bain, Manager, Community Health, The Bahamas

Ms Eliana Florez, Manager of Accounts, Social Insurance Bank, Curacao

Ms Christy Butler, Director, National Health Insurance Program, The Bahamas 

Ms Shakira Mascoll, Senior Health Planner, Ministry of Health and Wellness, Barbados

Mr Roy Barry, Deputy Director, Social Security Board, Virgin Islands (UK)

Dr Anco Ringeling, Consultant and Retired Director, General Health Insurance (AZV), Aruba

Mr Kevin Silston, Chief Executive Officer, Medical Benefits Scheme, Antigua and Barbuda

Dr Dexter James, Chief Executive Office, Millenium Heights Medical Complex, St Lucia

Mrs Mary Miller Sallah, Brooks Health Group, USA

Ms Charmaine Metivier, Research Fellow, UWI-HEU, Trinidad and Tobago 

Mrs Patricia Edwards-Wescott, Research Fellow, UWI-HEU, Trinidad and Tobago

Mr Brian Hogan, Chief Executive Officer, Mitan International Ltd, Florida

Ms Renee Thomas Vengopal, Instructor, Department of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, 
St George’s University, Grenada

Ms Leselle Pierre Romain, Deputy Chair and Practicum Coordinator, Department of 
Public Health and Preventive Medicine, St George’s University, Grenada 

Ms Lauren Blanchard, Chief Health Planner (Ag.), Ministry of Health, St Lucia

Dr Heather Harewood, Senior Lecturer in Public Health, Cave Hill Campus, UWI, Barbados

Ms Jeanine Constansia-Kook, Policy Director, Ministry of Health, Environment and Nature, Curacao

Ms Lillian Misick, Chairperson, National Health Insurance Board, Turks and Caicos Islands

Ms Peeta Gay Thompson, Ministry of Health, Jamaica

Mr Chad-Rick White, Ministry of Health, Jamaica

Mr Clifford Griffin, Ministry of Health, St Kitts and Nevis

Dr Lex de Jong, Consultant, Aruba 
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Coffee Tour at El Roble Farm &
Chicamocha National Park

Saturday 7th  October, 2023

Welcome Reception
Wednesday 4th  October, 2023

CIE Terrace, FCV, Colombia

Hacienda El Roble Coffee Farm

Colombia

Farewell Event
Friday 6th  October, 2023

BucaraNight

Social Events

Dinner Event
Thursday  5th  October, 2023
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Colombia
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Your Connection to Affordable Global Health Care-


