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May 4, 2026 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 

 
The University of the West Indies, HEU, Centre for Health Economics is pleased to collaborate with the 
Bermuda Health Council in convening the 17th Caribbean Conference on National Health Financing 
Initiatives, to be held in Hamilton, Bermuda, from November 18-20, 2026. 
 
We are delighted to extend a warm invitation to you to participate in this important regional forum. 
 
These Conferences originated from discussions at the 2006 Annual Meeting of Caribbean Social Security 
Organisations in Belize to establish a regional forum aimed at enhancing knowledge and strengthening capacity 
in planning and administering health financing initiatives. Since then, a Health Financing conference series has 
been hosted across the Caribbean and beyond, including in Turks and Caicos Islands (2006), Aruba (2007), 
Trinidad and Tobago (2008), St. Maarten (2009), Belize (2010), Bermuda (2011), Curacao (2012), Jamaica 
(2013), Trinidad and Tobago (2014), Turks and Caicos Islands (2015), Bonaire (2016), Suriname (2018), 
Anguilla (2019), Antigua and Barbuda (2022), Colombia (2023), and The Bahamas (2025). 
 
Building on recommendations from previous conferences, the 17th Conference will explore how Caribbean 
health financing systems can remain resilient amidst rapid economic, demographic, technological, and policy 
change. Key areas of emphasis include: 

 
• the global, regional, and institutional pressures reshaping health financing systems, including emerging 

risks, reforms, and opportunities for transformation; 
• practical strategies for implementing health financing reform, including governance, stakeholder 

engagement, operational redesign, and change management approaches required to move from policy 
recommendations to measurable system outcomes; 
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• experiences of national health financing agencies in executing system transformation initiatives, including 

benefit redesign, provider payment reform, digital modernization, and sustainability measures; 
• approaches to translating evidence, research, and policy frameworks into actionable programmes, financing 

mechanisms, and integrated models of care that improve access, quality, efficiency, and population health 
outcomes;  

• strategies to strengthen institutional capacity, accountability, and implementation readiness within health 
financing systems facing economic, demographic, and workforce pressures; and 

• a special session highlighting emerging voices and young researchers shaping the future of health financing 
in the Caribbean. 

 
As Caribbean countries confront rising healthcare costs, aging populations, workforce shortages, chronic disease 
burdens, and increasing pressure on public finances, the Conference provides a timely platform for regional 
leaders to share practical strategies and strengthen collaboration across health financing systems. 

 
For registration details and further information on the agenda, accommodation, travel arrangements, and other 
information, please visit the conference website at https://conferences.sta.uwi.edu/healthfinancing2026/. 
Information is also available on the Bermuda Health Council’s website at http://healthcouncil.bm/.  
 
For inquiries, please contact members of the Conference Planning Team: 

The University of the West Indies, HEU, Centre for Health Economics 
 

• Ms. Charmaine Metivier – Charmaine.Metivier@uwi.edu 
• Ms. Ayanna Batson – Ayanna.Batson@uwi.edu 
• Dr. Stanley Lalta – stanleylalta@gmail.com    
• HEU Secretariat – Centre.HealthEconomics@sta.uwi.edu 
• Telephone – 1-868-662-9459; 1-868-645-7351 

 
(Kindly copy the HEU Secretariat on all correspondence.) 
 
The Bermuda Health Council 
 

• Dr. Ricky Brathwaite – contactus@healthcouncil.bm / Telephone - 1-441-292-6420 
 
We encourage your participation in what promises to be an important regional dialogue on the future of health 
financing in the Caribbean. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

  
Dr. Althea La Foucade 
Director 
The UWI, HEU, Centre for Health Economics 

Dr. Ricky Brathwaite 
Chief Executive Officer 
Bermuda Health Council 
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